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digital radio

Just when digital audio broadcasting
(DAB) was thought to have been buried
forever, on 2 October the Higher Broad-
casting Council (CSA) published a list of
the first operators selected in Marseille,
Nice and Paris. After a time of experi-
mentation, now it’s the time for broad-
casting. A turning point in the history of
French radio.  

A historic 2 October
digital radio

Nobody was expecting it… After the very
many twists and turns of the past few months,
DAB is becoming a reality supported by the
CSA. While the government had decided not
to ask the CSA for priority allocation of fre-
quencies to Radio France, the broadcasting
authority has published a list of stations selec-
ted for DAB in the near future, in Marseille,
Nice and Paris. A decision based on the pledge
made before the Council of State in March to
issue permits by the end of 2012. •

68 stations
Reach : 1 CatB • 7 CatD • 1 CatE

Medium. : 3 CatA • 4 CatB • 11 CatD
Premises : 17 CatA • 9 CatB • 15 CatD
Dont RAJE, FG Chic, Crooner, Goom,

Euronews, Top Music, R2O, Ma
Génération Radio, Paris Imperator,
Medi 1, Intégrale Classique, Radio 
Monaco, Radio Russie France, La 

Chine en français, Trace Radio, 
Paname,  Ouï FM Collector

Génération RNT, 
Phare FM,

On’r...

54 stations
Reach : 2 CatA • 2CatB • 5 CatD

Medium. : 1 CatA • 3 CatB • 13 CatD • 1 CatE
Premises : 12 CatA • 4 CatB • 11 CatD

Dont Golfe d’Amour, Goom, Medi 1,
Radio Orient, Trace, Radio Vinci, RAJE,

R2O, Ma Génération Radio, Crooner,
Intégrale Classique, Antinea Radio,

African°1, Paname, Ouï FM 
Collector, Euronews, 

Génération RNT ...

54 stations
Reach : 1CatB • 8 CatD

Med : 2 CatA • 5 CatB • 10 CatD • 1 CatE
Premises : 11 CatA • 5 CatB • 11 CatD
Dont Radio Vinci, Goom, Medi 1, Radio
Monaco, On’R, Crooner, Zéro Six, R2O
Ma Génération Radio, Ado, Intégrale

Classique, La Chine en Français,
Paname, Ouï FM Collector,
Euronews, Chante France,

Génration RNT ...

The word from Michel Boyon of the
CSA  

And can there be a future for DAB?
One French resident in three has ac-
cess to only a dozen radio stations on
modulated frequency. This inequality
between regions can’t last. The CSA is
to give the green light to the launch
of DAB in the Ile-de-France (Greater
Paris) region, Marseille and Nice by
the end of the year. As far as other
areas are concerned, we will have to
wait for the results of the studies
the government has just ordered. The
CSA suggested two years ago that DAB
could operate according to a stan-
dard which has the huge advantage of
cutting broadcasting costs. But in
order to impose a standard in France,
the agreement of the Brussels Com-
mission is required. The prime minister
has decided to refer the matter. Once
this standard has been approved, the
way ahead should clear: in certain Eu-
ropean countries DAB is beginning to
work well.
Source: regional daily Le Populaire
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