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DAB+: Proven economics with continuous technical innovation
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1 [What are the biggest cost-benefit hurdles when migrating from an Bernie O'Neill + No "one size fits all" migration model.
established analog AM/FM infrastructure to a Digital Radio + Biggest challenge is strategy and stakeholder alignment, not technology. Once an
Mondiale (DRM) or DAB+ network, especially for regional coverage? overall strategy is agreed technical planning can commence. That up front planning will
provide essential guidance on rollout costs and then rollout phasing can be developed to
suit the available budget.
+ Initial investment + temporary simulcast period.
o Long-term benefits: More efficient spectrum use / Lower cost per programme/service
/ More stations & richer services / Better audio and data / Emergency warning capabilities -
it is imperative that the stakeholders, particularly the broadcasters, believe in the long term
benefits and positive business case outcomes that have been demonstrated many times
(see the presentation from President Jacquile Bierhorst)
o Regional rollout can be phased - start with major population centres, expand as
listening grows & regulatory incentives (see DAB+ Public Policy Toolbox)
Success = realistic roadmap + collaboration
2 |Where do you see the play between DAB+ and IP-based streaming | Jacqueline Bierhorst [Not broadcast or IP — it's broadcast and IP.

over the next decade? Are we looking at a permanent hybrid model,
or will broadcast digital always hold the edge in terms of free-to-air
reliability?

0 Broadcast strengths (Free-to-air, universal reach, highly resilient, efficient for live mass
audiences, critical during emergencies)

o] IP strengths (personalisation, on-demand content, interactivity, analytics & enhanced
metadata)

. Future is hybrid radio, especially in connected vehicles.

. Broadcast provides universal reach; IP enhances the experience.

The future isn't broadcast or broadband—it's broadcast and broadband, working together
to give listeners the very best radio experience.
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Equiry for Baghdad City, if we plan to start DAB+ technology, what
is the optimum reqular procedure to begin,and what is the perfect
country sample can we follow? Also, what challenge and troubles
can we expect to face?

Les Sabel

No single "perfect" model - every market is different. Stakeholder alignment is key -
government, regulator, broadcasters, network operator(s)

o Develop a national roadmap and policy objectives

o] Conduct technical & business planning covering spectrum, coverage, business case,
receivers

. Begin with a pilot or Baghdad rollout, then expand as listening grows.

. Learn from other markets eg Saudi Arabia - phased rollout

. Ensure that receiver plans are in place before launch - sourcing and distribution/sales
for domestic receivers, engagement with the car industry to get DAB+ receivers in cars,
preferably with a government mandate

. Develop a whole a marketing campaign for the launch of services well ahead of time to
educate the listening audience about DAB+ and particularly about new digital only services
. Key challenges are stakeholder consensus, funding, affordable receivers, public
awareness, attractive content

+  Useful resources:

Regulatory & Policy Toolkit, implementation guidance and international case studies -
https://www.worlddab.org/resources/public-policy-toolbox

Establishing DAB+ ebook - https://www.worlddab.org/resources/establishing-dab-plus-
ebook

For our colleague from Thailand, is the DAB networks planned will
cover and include all the 3000 FM radio stations?

Anupon Tajawanno /
Les Sabel

The majority of these stations will be able to be delivered by the DAB+ network which was
planned nationally in 2023. Most will be local area / sub-regions ensembles. Note that a lot
of these current FM stations are community services and they will need to comply with the
operating rules developed by the Thai regulator NBTC.




