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DAB+ Technology Questionnaire Results in the
Arab Region

Survey insights on digital radio adoption across Arab countries

Bassil Zoubi, ASBU Director of Technology and Development
Bassil.zoubi@asbu.net

20 July 2026, Tunis
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Questionnaire Objective

 DAB+ deployment status.
* Commercial & Pre Commercial
* Pilot
* Pre Launch & Planning
 Strategic Insights and Challenges
* Funding
* market readiness
* regulatory gaps to guide future policy and coordination

* Technical Aspects
* Network Coverages &Planning
* future plans across Arab countries.
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DAB+ deployment status

Diverse Country Participation

Responses were collected from 11 Arab countries,

Participants included broadcasters, transmission operators, and ministries, offering strategic and
technical insights.
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Varied Deployment Stages

e Commercial DAB+ Deployment

* Tunisia, Kuwait, Bahrain, and Saudi Arabia have launched commercial DAB+ services with varying maturity
levels.

 Experimental and Pilot Phases
 Algeria are in pilot or experimental DAB+ phases, planning future service expansions and tests.

* Pre-Launch and Planning Stages
 Libya, Oman, Mauritania, Jordan, Egypt and Palestine are in pre-launch or planning stages, with some

aiming for 2026—2027 service starts.
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Strategic Insights and Challenges
* Funding

* Money availability for various services, as well making incentives to lower the
receivers cost or even a decree to tax exempt them.

e Subsidize low income families.

* market readiness
* receiver availability for Vehicle, Portable and Households

* regulatory gaps to guide future policy and coordination

* Lack of regulatory clarity
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Strategic Insights and Challenges

e Automotive Receiver Mandates

Few countries require DAB+ receivers in new vehicles, with Saudi Arabia starting in
2024 and De facto by Kuwait & Oman by 2026—-2027, Bahrain 2025.
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DAB+ Networks Coverage & Planning A

* Population Coverage Levels of DAB+ Networks.

* High Coverage Countries

Kuwait and Bahrain exceed 80% population coverage due to urban concentration and network
Investment.

* Medium Coverage Regions

Tunisia, Libya, and Oman report 50-80% coverage mainly in capitals and urban corridors. Saudia
Arabia Targeted Highways and Major cities.

* Low Coverage and Early Deployment
Mauritania, Palestine, and Algeria have below 20% coverage, reflecting pilot or early-stage rollout.
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Recommendations and Conclusion

» Clear regulatory frameworks within the country that include Audiovisual and Telecom
regulators, Ministry of commerce and finance Ministry accelerate DAB+ adoption by
aligning broadcasters, manufacturers, and consumers effectively.

» Legal, market, and coordination issues delay adoption of mandates and affect DAB+
receiver penetration in vehicles.

»Consumer investment in receivers grows with compelling content diversity and broad
transmission coverage.

»Public Awareness Campaigns

Launch public awareness campaigns highlighting audio quality, service
diversity, and emergency warning capabilities.
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