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July 2025: Consultation on new DAB+ legislation    

• The Secretary of State for Telecommunications 
(SETELECO) analyzes the possibility of adopting 
measures aimed at promoting DAB+

• Public consultation to gather information on:

a) Problems that the initiative seeks to solve 
b) Need and timeliness of its adoption 
c) Objectives of the regulation
d) Possible regulatory and non-regulatory 

alternative solutions



October 2025: Draft Royal Decree on Digital Radio 

• The Secretary of State for Telecommunications 
(SETELECO) launches a public consultation on a  
draft Royal Decree adopting measures to promote 
DAB+

• Consultation was opened from 2 October to 4 
November



• No AM or FM switch-off proposed 

• Evolution from DAB to DAB+ 

 Limited impact on stakeholders (particularly commercial radio) 

• National MUX differ from regional and local ones in technical planning and 
occupancy

 Proposals are therefore not identical, but seek maximum equivalence

• ASA (Automatic Safety Alert) mandatory 

Draft Royal Decree on Digital Radio



Current situation 

National, Regional & Local MUXs



• DAB+ adopted

• SFN MUX (FU-E) is not available for regular services

• MFN MUXs MF-I and MF-II are reassigned with 12 radio 
stations each one

 MF-I → entirely to             (          )
 MF-II → national private broadcasters

• Different coverage obligations for MF-I and MF-II

Draft Royal Decree on Digital Radio

National MUXs



• will lead the Spanish DAB+ deployment

 Up to 6 new radio stations

 Fast coverage deployment

o Phase 1: >50% population covered
o Phase 2: >70% population covered
o Phase 3: >80% population covered

 Roads coverage obligations for autovías (motorways) 
and autopistas (higways)

Draft Royal Decree on Digital Radio

National MUXs



• DAB existing planning and stations allocation is retained

 6 radio stations in each MUX

 Each licensee decides if stay on DAB or migrate to DAB+

o Without depending on the decision of the other 
licensees

o Not allowed to broadcast two different radio stations

• Comunidades Autónomas are not required to launch tenders

Draft Royal Decree on Digital Radio

Regional and Local MUXs – Initial situation



• Each Comunidad Autónoma decides:

 The migration to DAB+ for each MUX

o All local MUXs in each Comunidad Autónoma must 
migrate simultaneously

 The reallocation of radio stations and/or tenders

 Coverage obligations for each MUX

• Comunidades Autónomas may be required to tenders

Draft Royal Decree on Digital Radio

Regional and Local MUXs – Evolution



18 November 2025

RTVE Announces the switch-off of its Medium Wave 
broadcastings and strengthens its Commitment DAB+



• Expected the new draft of Royal Decree to be processed in short 

• Approval of the Royal Decree expected by summer 2026

• Obligations set out in the Royal Decree are expected to enter into force by autumn 2026

Next steps 

Digital radio in DAB+ will start its effective 
rollout in Spain in autumn 2026



Javier Sánchez
Director of Audiovisual Policy and Public Service

Thank you
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