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DAB+ in Brussels and Wallonia 
(French speaking Belgium)



November 4 2019: 10 radio Managers (23 radio stations) for  the DAB+ marketing launch  



NEW PARADIGM =  «COOPETITION »

Private Radios 

S.C.R.L.

Since 2013

Since 2014 Since 2018Powered by 

The Belgian French speaking digital radio cross-industry body

Alliance on digital distribution



% TOTAL LISTENING TIME 2018

3%

7%

81% FM

9%

Source :  Base : (n=1501 listeners)

 Question : how have you listened to radio yesterday?

08/11-22/12/2018

MARADIO.BE’S MISSION:
THE DIGITAL RADIO MIGRATION OF OUR RADIO INDUSTRY

84%

1. PRIORITY FOR    

DIGITAL             

BROADCAST

2. ON INTERNET,    

PRIORITY FOR

Internet

Télévision

DAB+

&19% Digital

100% digital



Politicy and regulation Context

Cross-industry radio cooperation

THE DAB+ C KEY FACTORS OF SUCEES



Political and regulation context

2011 :  Unanimous Parliament decision asking the government to initiate DAB+

2011-2016 : Lobby of RTBF, commercial networks and ministers

2016 : Walloon Government decision to finance part of some public infrastructures in Wallonia

2018 : Government decision : Modification of the law in order to allow the private radio stations to go DAB+

Novembrer 15: pre-launch (authorized tests)

2011 : Public call of interest

2012 : Recommendation of a DAB+ architecture

2019 : July - Autorisations for the private radio stations (first time in history) 

2018 : EECC → DAB+ mandatory > en 2020
→ in  car radios
→ in radio sets (TBC           )

2013 : Creation of maRadio.be for Radioplayer.be and DAB+ promotion

2019 November 4 : DAB+ official and marketing launch  

~ 9 years!



1. COVERAGE (Brussels and Wallonia)

Autumn 2019 Target 2022 

~100% (*)98% mobile – 75% indoor (*)

(*) Population coverage



DAB+ & FM DAB+ & FMDAB+ only DAB+ only

Public services Private networks

2. Choice: 25 RADIO STATIONS ALREADY AVAILABLE

(included 10 radio stations DAB+ only)

On 2 DAB+ layers, mixing public and private radio stations

Autorized DAB+ network operator: RTBF

Still 1 private DAB+ only network to come (2020)

+72 private local radio stations (12 local MUX) also to come (>2020)



(*) Source :                 Monitoring de 91% des ventes 2018

2018  2019   2020  2021 2022

14%
*

20%

33%

90%

100% **

3. Availability of DAB+ in the radio sets

Impact of Belgian EECC tranposition (TBC)

Impact of our
work with the 
retailers

660.000 units sold

**

**

**

** 
maRadio.be 
estimation



Source: JATO/WorldDAB 2018

100%

Impact of the Belgian EECC transposition 

>  20/12/20

4. Availability of DAB+ in the new car radios

Belgium

39%

2019 2021



5. COMMUNICATION: STRONG CROSS INDUSTRY COOPERATION

with the help of 2 agencies

BtoC 
communication agency

BtoB (retailers)
field marketing  agency

And also a good cooperation with the Belgian car industry association
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13



14

Clients

&

First important TV, Radio and digital adverstising campaign
(7 weeks: November 4 → December 22 2019)

Advertising value for 7 weeks: EUR >1200000

6 TV channels

15 FM radio stations

~90% 
radio 
audience 
share

~50 % 
TV 
audience 
share

Total 
number of 
runs by 
channel : 
112

Total 
number of 
runs by 
station : 
154

Number of runs by day

Number of runs by day

+ Digital                                   …



One common 30’’
TV commercial

10 presenters collectively fully committed to 
DAB+



You can find the TV spot online here:

https://www.dabplus.be/fr/2019/11/04/enco
re-de-bonnes-ondes-avec-la-campagne-dab/

https://www.dabplus.be/fr/2019/11/04/encore-de-bonnes-ondes-avec-la-campagne-dab/


One Radio 
commercial for each
FM radio station (15)

Same beginning and same end of every spots
+
Specific mid part of each spot



Clients

Example of



SPICE UP 
YOUR

BRAND!

The 8 most important (r)etailers, selling
audio products in Belgium, are onboard

✓Headquarter visits
✓Product listings
✓Online & Offline marketing initiatives
✓Training Sales Staff
✓Retail Fairs  

Support from Retail Headquarters

“All radio’s in our assortment, above 
€ 20, will have a DAB+ tuner” 

Mediamarkt Category Manager 

Working with the retail sector



SPICE UP 
YOUR

BRAND!

DAB+ information days will be hold at Fnac, Krëfel and 
Mediamarkt to guide end-users to DAB+ products

140 Stores have been visited with a DAB+ 
Promotion KIT

1270 Sales Employees will be trained on the DAB+ Technology 
before the end of December (face2face and online)

150



SPICE UP 
YOUR

BRAND!

Installation of DAB+ Promotion Kits



SPICE UP 
YOUR

BRAND!

Installation of DAB+ Promotion Kits



SPICE UP 
YOUR

BRAND!

Retail Fairs

Carrefour – EPCS DAYS
✓ October 2019

✓ # of contacts: 457

✓ # of shops: 40 hyper / 87 markets

Exellent - SPRING FAIR
✓April 2019

✓ # of contacts: 654

✓# of shops: 225 stores



Brussels Motor Show 2019, in cooperation with







Explainer video



You can find the Explainer video online here:

https://www.dabplus.be/fr/

https://www.dabplus.be/fr/


: www.dabplus.be/fr

@dabplusBEfr

Dabplusbefr



Conclusion:

Cooperation is really key!
• National cross industry cooperation

• National cooperation with all our skakeholders:

government, regulator, retailers, car industry,…

• International cooperation (WorldDAB, …)



Thank you for your attention

Francis Goffin

admin@maradio.be


